Government and Society
Unit 4 – Study Guide

The Mayflower Compact was a document written by the Pilgrims giving them the right to govern themselves.
The idea of a Majority Rule is that if more than half of the people agree to a law, everybody had to follow it.

The United States Constitution gives the states the power to set up public schools.

The job of the United States Legislature is to make laws.

The President of the United States is the leader of the executive branch.

In 1791 the Fifth Amendment was added to the Constitution.

There were four amendments were added the United States Constitution between 1800 and 1900.

The term public agenda is what most people want from government.

In a parliamentary democracy like Canada, the chief executive of the government is called a prime minister.

Citizens in all seven Central American countries have the right to take part in their country’s government.  This is known as a democracy.

In the United States, grades 7-12 are usually called secondary education because they are in the second level of schooling.
French is the main language spoken in Quebec which explains why Quebec Province has schools where French is spoken.

In Mexico preschool is required.

In the United States many people live far from their extended families.

In Honduras it is common to see parents, children, grandparents, cousins, aunts and uncles all living together.

Most countries in North America have a system of free public education.

Mexico is a Presidential democracy. 

Constitutional amendments are not approved by a general election.

Voters elect a president to run the countries government.

The Cabinet are advisors to the President.

To reject a bill is to veto it. 

When a president heads the government it is known as a presidential democracy. 

A blended family is made when two single parents marry.

A group that tries to elect officials who will support their beliefs is known as a political party.

What rights are granted and protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution?

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution gives people freedom of speech,  It 


also provides freedom of religion, freedom of press, freedom of petition the government, and 


the right to peacefully assemble. 

How is education in the United States and Mexico alike?  How is it different?


Both countries have systems of free public education.  Many schools in Mexico are similar to 


those in the United States, with elementary schools including grades 1 through 6, followed by 


junior and senior high schools.  However, Mexico has less money to spend on education that 


the United States does.  In the United States about 75% of students graduate senior high 


school where in Mexico, about 35% graduate. 

