We the People 

Study Guide


The colonists living in the colonies took part in their own government and that influenced the American ideas about government.

If there were no laws or government then nobody’s rights would be protected.

An agreement among the people to set up a government is known as a social contract.

The common good means that which is best for the majority (the most people).

Civic virtue means that the citizens put the common good ahead of their own interests. 

The constitution is the best source of information about how a nation’s government is organized.

A constitutional government is a government where there are limits on the power of the government.

The declaration of Independence expresses the idea that all people are created equal.

In a republican government people elect members of the government to represent them.

One major problem of the Articles of Confederation was that it made the National government too weak.

At the beginning of the Philadelphia convention the delegates agreed to write a new constitution.

The Great Compromise solve the conflict about how many representatives a state could send to congress.

One reason the framers of the Constitution were will to compromise on the issues of slavery was because they wanted the southern states to join the new government.

The Preamble to the Constitution begins with the words- “We the People.. “  These words mean it is the people who create the government.

The Constitution separates the powers of government so that no branch can become too powerful.

The Constitution limits the power of the national government by a system of separation of powers and checks and balances.

The legislative branch of government makes the laws.

The executive branch of government carries out and enforces the laws.

The judicial branch of government settles disagreements about the laws.

The power of the judicial review means that the Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional.

The best description for a federal system of government is power is divided between national and state governments. 

The federal government is responsible for a treaty in which nations agree to clean up the environment.

Freedom of expression gives people many benefits including the ability to meet with others and discuss your beliefs, ideas, or feelings.

The establishment and free exercise clauses are two parts of the 1st Amendment they protect the right for freedom of religion.

The 14th Amendment and the Civil Rights Act requires state governments to treat people fairly without taking into account, race, religion, national origin, or gender.  They call it equal protection.

The right to due process of law means that government cannot treat you unfairly.

Women gained the right to vote after many decades of civil protest.

Some ways that countries of the world interact are giving humanitarian aid, making treaties, and engaging in trade.

Citizens of the United States are those who are born in the US or are naturalized.

A good way for 5th and 6th graders to participate in our government is to write to a representative. 

