The Jarrett Report

August 8th , 2011
Volume 1, Issue 2

Agenda
 Each year I am thrilled the moment the agenda is complete.  I was very pleased with the wonderful entries in the cover contest.  You will notice that the spelling, science vocabulary, journal entries, book reports, and inventions for the entire year are located in the agenda. 
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The winners of the Agenda Cover design contest are Nakya Mitchell (Front) and John Pryor (Back)

Elections

This week the children will be required to participate in our USJ election.  They may choose to run for one of the following offices: mayor (1), City Council (6), Park Commissioner (1), Park Board (4).  These government officials will have weekly lunch meeting to plan for the USJ community.  On Tuesday the children will announce which office they are running.  On Wednesday we will have a small debate.  Thursday they will give campaign speeches and Friday the election will take place.  Student may create posters and campaign in any manner they choose as long as it is a positive only campaign.  They are not allowed to put down other candidates.  This will be a very exciting week.

Students will also be working to learn the states and capitals as well as their locations in the United States.  We will be working on this for most of the quarter.

2.02 Describe the similarities and differences among the local, state, and national levels of government in the United States and explain their legislative, executive, and judicial functions.
1.01 Describe the absolute and relative location of major landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources in the United States and other countries of North America.
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Math 
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Last week the children worked on multiplication, division and problem solving.  They also learned about stem and leaf graphs.  I use stem and leaf graphs in my newsletters to help you see how your child is performing with their peers in math.  I have told the children that they are to explain to you how to read the graph.  
	Friday Math Test
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Students may rework any missed problem on a separate sheet of paper for credit.  They must write an explanation as to why they made the error for each problem.  I look very favorably upon those that redo work they have made error on. This week we will be working on the following math objectives: 
· Combinations and permutations 
· Input output tables
· Writing equations & problem solving.
USJ Website

My personal classroom Website is www.Unitedstudentsofjarrett.net .  You should be able to locate homework, newsletters, assignment rubrics, study sheets, e-mail access from this site.  Each child will have their own web page as well under the roster section.  Many of you have already sent in consent for me to post your child’s picture on the website.  I need for you to please sign permission for your child’s picture to appear on their page or I will only be placing their projects on this page.  This is a special page that the children really like and is great to give to grandparents to show what they are doing in school.

Spaghetti Lunch

The first invention that students are to create is a device to eat spaghetti with other than the everyday utensils.  We will be eating our lunch on Friday of next week.
  I am very excited to see the creative genius of this group of children. Suggestion: Wear something that spaghetti stains won’t show or wear a bib!

Scrapbook

Each week the children are responsible for creating 1 scrapbook page.  The requirements for this page are as follows:

1. Needs to be personal

2. 3 type written paragraphs

3. picture(s) if possible

4. Decorated/designed

**Helpful Hint- These are due on Thursdays, but it is a great project to work ahead on.

Science

Last week in science the students worked very hard.  One experiment that we worked on was using an indicator to see how plants use carbon dioxide.  Brayden blew CO2 into the water changing the indicator from a deep blue to an almost yellow- indicating the presence of CO2. We then placed elodea in one test tube and left the other as a control.  The next day we observed that the CO2 was used up in the test tube containing the plant, indicating that plants use CO2 .
Science Test
The children had their first science test of the year.  It was difficult, but since they were given a study sheet it was manageable.  I had the students tell me how much time they used to study for the test.   For the most part, like any other test, if they spent time studying, they did fine, if not, they did not.  This test served as a good learning experience about the need to study.  As long as the children do well the rest of the quarter in science, a poor grade on this particular test will not hurt them.  Those that scored well on the test, will be noted.
Next week the children will begin to build their Eco-Chambers.  Please keep the 2-Liter Clear soda bottles coming in.  I need over 100 of these bottles to complete the project.  

1.01 Describe and compare several common ecosystems (communities of organisms and their interaction with the environment). 

States & Capitals 

*Students should be working on memorizing States and capitals.  We are working on it at school, but this takes more effort than the time we have to work on it at school. A Song CD will go home Monday.
1.01 Describe the absolute and relative location of major landforms, bodies of water, and natural resources in the United States and other countries of North America.

Up Coming Events

· August 11th – Election Speech

· August 12th – Election 

· August 12th – Cereal Box Book Report 
· August 18th - Parent Night 5:30
· August 18th – Washington DC Meeting 6:30
· August 18th – Spaghetti Invention Due

· August 19th - Spaghetti Lunch 

· August 26th- Typed Summary Book Report

· September 2nd – Job Fair 

· September 5th – Labor Day – No School

· September 7th, 8th & 9th – Blue Jay

· September 16th – Biography Book Report

· September 29th – Plant Hugger Invention

· September 30th – Typed Summary Book Report

· September 30th   – Track Out – Early Dismissal

Help Needed
Wish List
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Curriculum Night 5:30


Washington DC 6:30 


August 12th 


Trailer 1 & Media Center
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Wish List


Iron On- Sheets for Printer- T-shirts white


IPad For Reading Center – Daily 5


Kindles for Reading Center – Daily 5


guttering for trailer to rain barrel


Small Gardening tools


HP Color 75- Ink Cartridge


HP Black 74- Ink Cartridge 


Snack Store Goodies


Soda’s for rewards











